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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS 

630. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
As a supplementary question, when will the Premier stop dithering, roll up his sleeves, get off the fence —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: All members to my right, if you want question time to continue, you are not going about it the 
right way. I want to hear the supplementary question from the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: When will the Premier stop dithering, roll up his sleeves, get off the fence —  

Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I do not need to hear from you. I am trying to make some progress 
with question time. I think you know that. I formally call you to order for the first time today. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: When will the Premier roll up his sleeves, stop dithering, get off the fence and make a 
decision on his local government amalgamation policy? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
The Robson report was received by government in, I think, mid-July. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to answer the question. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was received by the minister in mid-July, so it has been with government for about 
12 weeks. It has been considered by cabinet and there has been some discussion about it, and obviously within 
the department. The report will be released tomorrow. Today is 24 October. It is getting towards the end of 
October. Then there is November, December, Christmastime and January, and then the caretaker period. That is 
the reality. Imagine the outcry if the government had said to local government that it had till the end of 
November to respond. That would have been totally inappropriate. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We are not going to require local government to respond to the report over Christmas. It 
cannot respond during the caretaker period. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It can be an election issue if the member wants to make it one. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It will be. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We look forward with excitement to the opposition’s policy. The state government’s view 
is quite clear: there are too many local authorities in Western Australia and there are too many local authorities 
in Perth. We hope that out of this process we can get an orderly restructuring of local government. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 
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